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Newsletter 2: December 2010

Please accept our apologies for the delay in publication of this newsletter. It was intended to be sent
in December, but has been delayed due to a bereavement in the Secretary’s family.

1.

SUBSCRIPTION

Subscriptions for 2011 are now due. Please forward $20 subscription or inform the Secretary if you
wish mail-outs to continue. Please make cheques in favour of the Auckland Classical Association.
Please remember to notify the Secretary of any change in residential or email address.

2.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting for 2010 are attached for review by members.

3.

50th ANNIVERSARY
th

The Auckland Classical Association commenced in 1961, so 2011 will mark the 50 anniversary.
Ideas are sought for suitable means to celebrate this milestone. Please contact the Secretary if you
have a suggestion.

4.

NEWS FROM THE CLASSICS DEPARTMENT

3.1

Our members may be interested in keeping up to date with recent publications by staff at the
Department of Classics and Ancient History at the University of Auckland, which are as
follows:



Professor Vivienne Gray, “Xenophon's Mirror of Princes: Reading the Reflections,” Oxford
2011, will appear very early in the new year.
This monograph examines Xenophon's images of leadership, which is the major focus of
many of his works, through a literary analysis of his narrative art.



Professor Vivienne Gray, “Xenophon: Oxford Readings in Classical Studies,” Oxford 2010.
Oxford University Press commissioned this selection of most significant work on Xenophon in
the last decades. The series Oxford Readings in Classical Studies covers most of the major
Greek and Latin authors in this way.



Associate Professor Anne Mackay, “Tradition and Innovation: A Study of Exekias,” Oxford,
Archaeopress, 2010.
Exekias inscribes his signature on several of his vases, and so he is one of the relatively few
archaic painters whose real name is known to us. He is arguably one of the most
accomplished and innovative of all black-figure vase-painters working in Athens in the sixth

century BC, and also one of the most intriguing. Although his corpus of extant works is rather
small, his impact on his contemporaries and immediate successors can be judged to have
been disproportionately large. His painting style is not idiosyncratic, and so may be described
as distinguished rather than distinctive; it is nevertheless readily identifiable as much for its
technical quality as for the creative conceptualization of the scenes. His range of subjects, the
exquisite precision of his execution, and above all his technical and conceptual innovation are
the hallmarks of his personal style, and there is scarcely a book on Greek vase-painting that
does not use one of his vases to illustrate the peak of achievement in the black-figure
technique, yet there is a dearth of monograph studies of his work. This extensive work pays
homage to this great artist, including the construction of a persuasive chronology of Exekias'
extant paintings through a comprehensive process of comparative analysis.


Dr. Lisa Kaaren Bailey, “Christianity's Quiet Success: The Eusebius Gallicanus Sermon
Collection and the Power of the Church in Late Antique Gaul,” University of Notre Dame
Press, South Bend, IN, 2010.
Lisa Bailey's Christianity's Quiet Success: The Eusebius Gallicanus Sermon Collection and
the Power of the Church in Late Antique Gaul is the first major study of the Eusebius
Gallicanus collection of anonymous, multi-authored sermons from fifth- and sixth-century Gaul.
Bailey sheds new light on these sermons, which were strikingly popular and influential from
late antiquity to the High Middle Ages, as the large number of surviving manuscripts attests.
They were used for centuries by clergy as a preaching guide and by monks and pious lay
people as devotional reading.

A list of older publications can be found on the University website, on each staff member’s individual
page accessible from this link:
http://artsfaculty.auckland.ac.nz/staff/?dept=classics&research&show=ad

3.2

Our members may be interested to know that the Australasian Society for Classical Studies
will have their annual conference in Auckland, in January 2011, details as follows:
The 32nd Annual Conference of the Australasian Society for Classical Studies is being
hosted by the Department of Classics and Ancient History, University of Auckland, from
23rd to 27th January 2011. For information about the conference, including registration
and fees ($300 Conference Fee, and $100 for the Conference Dinner), please go to
www.ascs32.com. The programme of papers will be posted on that website by
21 December 2010.
This is a major international conference with over 150 delegates from across the world
offering papers on a variety of different subjects. Any and all of the Auckland Classical
Association members are welcome to attend the panels and sessions taking place
Monday through Thursday (the schedule is available at:
http://www.ascs32.com/schedule.asp, although we would ask that anyone who does wish
to attend please register and pay the full conference fee to help cover costs.
However, a special invitation has been extended to the members of the Auckland
Classical Association to attend the keynote address, this year given by Prof. Christopher
Smith (Director of the British School at Rome) and entitled 'A Century of Roman
Studies', for free. The keynote address will be on Tuesday evening, from 6pm to 7pm, in
lecture theatre B4 in the Owen G Glenn Building. Prof. Smith is quite a distinguished
guest and the talk should be very good.
During the conference, the University Book Shop will have some selected books on a stand on
Tuesday and Wednesday (sadly not at reduced prices); and Polygraphia and Antiquarius, two
companies run by some of our members, will have displays on the Monday. Polygraphia’s
stand will be mainly school-related items. The conference itself is very academically
specialised, with 140 20-minute papers in five concurrent sessions.
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5.

NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF CLASSICS

News articles will no longer be reproduced in this newsletter in order to not breach any copyright of the
authors, however we will still provide suggestions for web searches if our readers are interested in
following these.
Please send news articles of possible interest to the Association to the Secretary. Thank you again to
the editing team for the time and effort expended on our behalf, especially Professor Gray.


Link to www.fairfield.edu/caryatid for a DVD that shows how Greek girls might have looked after a visit
to the hair dressers.
Dr. Katherine Schwab, associate professor of art history at Fairfield University, USA, decided to show
whether the elaborate hairdos seen on the statues known as the Caryatids from the Erechtheion on
the Acropolis in Athens could actually be replicated on women today. The conclusion was that they
could, and that the hairstyles were true to life.
The webpage about the project includes a clip and online purchase of the DVD.
Student participants were selected for the project on the basis of the length and thickness of their hair.
Dr. Schwab has sent copies of the DVD to colleagues at the new Acropolis Museum, where five of the
original caryatids are displayed, and the Department of Greek and Roman Antiquities at the British
Museum, where the sixth caryatid resides.


Link to http://www.guardian.co.uk/theobserver/2010/may/02/mary-beard-pompeii-profile
for more news on Professor Mary Beard of Cambridge University, whose blog is read by thousands,
and who is to host a BBC TV series about Pompeii.


There are reports of continuing discoveries since 2003 at a cemetery in York, which seems to have
been dedicated to the burial of the bodies of gladiators. The bodies are often of above average height,
and had often suffered violent death, including decapitation. Another theory has it that these men were
criminals rather than gladiators. There is a BBC documentary on the discovery.
For a link: http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/europe/06/07/england.roman.cemetery/?hpt=C1


Link to: http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2010/aug/22/hellenistic-wall-paintings-petra
to see Hellenistic-style wall paintings that have been restored by experts associated with the
Courtauld Institute. They were found at ‘Little Petra’ in Jordan in a cave complex not far from the main
Petra site, as part of a dining room.
The paintings are said to have "exceptional" artistic quality and to be superior even to some of the
better Roman paintings at Herculaneum.
So little is left of Hellenistic paintings today, and fragments only hint at antiquity's lost masterpieces,
which are here confirmed.
They were probably painted in the first century AD, but may go back further.
Petra – the Greek word for "rock" – was the capital city of the Nabataeans, who were traders in spices,
medicines, frankincense, precious jewels and metals. Its site, in the Shera mountains, was an
important crossroads for Arabia, Egypt and Syria-Phoenicia.
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The historian Strabo conveyed a sense of their wealth when he described their “banquets with girl
singers and "drinking bouts in magnificent style" held by the king, in which "no one drinks more than
11 cupfuls, each time using a different golden cup".


The link to http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/39211698/ns/technology_and_science-science/
shows that the debate continues about who is buried at Vergina, the seat of the family of Alexander
the Great, whether it is his father Philip II or his half brother, Philip III. He is regularly identified as
Philip II because the skull has seemed to show the apparent wound to the eye socket, which ancient
sources say he received at Olynthus from an arrow. This time the medical experts command the field.
An article in Science, 2000; 288: 511-14 argued that the irregularity in the eye socket was not the
result of a wound, but of cremation processes, and that there was little warping in the bones, which
pointed to a dry cremation process (no flesh). The researchers suggested therefore that the bones
were of Philip III, who according to ancient sources, was buried, exhumed, cremated, then reburied.
In the International Journal of Medical Science, 2010, 1-15, J. Musgrave and others argued to the
contrary from photos taken during the 1980s examination of the bones that the colours and shape of
the skull suggest a fully fleshed cremation, which meant Philip II.
There is little hope of this debate being resolved any time soon.


Link to: http://www.theonion.com/articles/historians-admit-to-inventing-ancient-greeks,18209/
to identify the modern scholars who invented the ancient Greeks.
The culprits who admit to having "entirely fabricated" ancient Greece include Professor Gene
Haddlebury, chair of Hellenic Studies at Georgetown University, who confesses that he and others
“just started making things up: Homer, Aristotle, Socrates, Hippocrates, the lever and fulcrum, rhetoric,
ethics, all the different kinds of columns—everything." This was in order to explain where things such
as astronomy, cartography, and democracy had come from. He claims that writing the Iliad and the
Odyssey, now attributed to Homer, was a special challenge, but “it seems to have caught on”.


Link to http://news.discovery.com/archaeology/queen-arsinoe-egypt-pharaoh.html
for the argument that the Ptolemaic dynasty’s Queen Arsinoë II (316-270 B.C.) co-ruled Egypt as
pharaoh, as the Egyptian Queen Hatshepsut was supposed to have done before her. The evidence
comes from the study of an Egyptian crown, which was made for her and is depicted on statues and
carved stone reliefs. It is different from the usual royal headdresses and its symbols are said to show
that it was created for a living queen who was a high priestess, a goddess and co-ruler of Egypt, as
the king of Lower Egypt, with her brother-husband Ptolemy II, king of Upper Egypt.
Arsinoë's symbolic crown was later worn by Ptolemaic queens Cleopatra III and Cleopatra VII and also
used as a template by several male Ptolemy descendants.

6.

FACEBOOK

In the interests of attracting the younger classicists to the Association, a page has been created for the
Auckland Classical Association on Facebook. There are already 31 members of this page, after only
a couple of months. Membership of the Auckland Classical Association is not a prerequisite.
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Auckland-Classical-Association/161378537232734?ref=sgm
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7.

SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2011

The subscription for 2011 is $20. This may be paid at a meeting or by mailing a cheque with this form
to the Secretary at 52 Kohekohe Street, New Lynn, Waitakere 0600.
Membership is free for students and for graduates of less than one year’s standing, however the
return of the form would be appreciated in order to maintain the database of members.
Please make cheques payable to ‘Auckland Classical Association’.

Name
Home address

Home phone/fax
Home email

School/Educational Institution
School address

School phone/fax
School email

Is Latin taught at the School?
Which Form(s)?
Is Classical Studies taught at
the School? Which topics, at
which level?

Please remove name from
mailing list

Subscription ($20.00 per year)

$

Voluntary donation toward the purchase of prize(s) for the Latin Reading
Competitions

$

Voluntary donation toward funding of Auckland Classical Association University
prizes for students

$

Total enclosed

$

ACA Newsletter 2 2010.doc
Page 5 of 5

